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Principal’s message 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
Welcome back to Hoa Nghiem Buddhist College! We are excited to start the 2020 school year. 
 
This year, one of the most novel programs we would like to provide with our students is our awareness program 
(A+) to enhance students’ understanding of Buddhist teachings and apply these teachings practically to their 
lives. Each week, children will have an A+ program activity to do at home. Please support your children by 
reminding them to complete the activity and discuss what they have learnt as well as practise their new skills 
taught in the program. 
  
We believe that a supportive relationship between family and school is very important to maximise students’ 
learning achievement and wellbeing. This year, we also introduce Seesaw as a means of connection with family 
to update what students are learning at school and in their classrooms. We encourage parents’ involvement by 
giving positive comments and feedback on your children’s learning. 
 
We would like to inform you that, as a precautionary measure to prevent Corona virus epidemic, the school 
board has decided to cancel the swimming program that was to take place during week 4, Term 1, 2020. If 
conditions are safe, students will have 10 days of swimming during term 4. 
 
I would like to thank our parents and guardians for your continued valuable support. Best wishes for another 
successful school year! 
 
Venerable Thich Phuoc Uyen – Principal 

 

Term 1 I Week 4 I Monday 24 February 2020 

Open mind – Open heart – Integrity – Wise leadership – Sense of community – Lifelong learning – Advocacy – Spiritual awareness 

Key dates 2020 
Term 1: 9 weeks  
Wed 26 Feb                      Art Centre 10.30 am F/6 
Mar-Jun Maths Challenge open – G3-6. $18.50/entry  
 School results are to be submitted to AMT by 21 Jun 
Mon 9 Mar Labour Day Holiday 
Tue 17 Mar                        Parent Gathering Night  
Fri 20 Mar Harmony Day Picnic and “Watering” Week  
Fri 27 Mar Term 1 ends 
Sat 28 Mar Excursion Blue Lotus Water Garden (Students with 

parents) 
Term 2: 11 weeks 
Tue 14 Apr Term 2 commences – all student returns 
Sat 25 April                       ANZAC Day 
Wed to Friday 6-9 May       Mother’s Day – Fundraising Tents 
12-13-14 May                    NAPLAN Paper-Based Test 2020 
Sat 16 May 2020               Victorian School Road Relay Championships 
Fri 29 May                        Grade 3/4 Being-In Practice (Sleepover) 
Mon 8 Jun                        Queen Birthday Holiday 
Tue- Thu 9-11 Jun           Year 3-6 Camp (3 days) 
Sat – TBC                        United Vesak Day – Student Performance 
Sun 7 June                      Vesak Day – Student Performance 
Tues -Wed 16-17 Jun Parent Teacher Interviews 
Fri 26 Jun                         Term 2 ends 

Important Announcement 
2020 Term Dates 
Term 1 – Thursday 30th January to Friday 
27th March 
Term 2 – Tuesday 14th April to Friday 26th 
June 
Term 3 – Monday 13th July to Friday 18th 
September 
Term 4 – Monday 5th October to Friday 18th 
December 
School Anthem 
School Anthem is now available on the 
school website. Let’s sing the song with our 
students!  
Please click at the link below: 
https://www.hoanghiem.vic.edu.au/?page
_id=2742 
 

 
 
 



  

 

Foundation – Miss Aimee Bennett 
On Thursday the 6th of February the Foundation students along 
with the Grade 1/2s made a visit to Woolworths in Southland.  
 
We saw where they made bread and got to visit the loading 
dock of the shop to see where they crush boxes and unload 
produce such as bananas and watermelons! Then we got to 
look at some interesting fruit and we even got to take some 
home!  
 

 

1/2 - Miss Georgia Shannon  
What a wonderful start to the school year the Grade One and Two 
students have had! The Life Education Van gave us a visit and we 
learnt all about how to be safe.  
 
The students discussed what kinds of helpers we have in our 
community including teachers, lifeguards and police officers. With 
the help of Harrold, the students came up with some strategies we 
can use when we need help like speaking to an adult or finding a 
phone and calling 000.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

3/4 – Miss Breeann Dawkins 
Welcome back! It has been wonderful getting to know the students and settling into a new school year. Being in Year 3 and 4 will be 
a very exciting and busy time for your child! 
 
On February 7th, the 3-6 students visited Bonbeach to learn essential beach safety skills, including the importance of swimming 
between the flags, ensuring they never swim alone and how to respond if they become caught in a rip current. It was fantastic to see 
students building their confidence and skills in the beach environment! 
 

        
 
 
 
 

Open mind – Open heart – Integrity – Wise leadership – Sense of community – Lifelong learning – Advocacy – Spiritual awareness 
 

 

“A reminder to all families that take-home diaries and 
homework books have now gone home. If you could 
support your child by reading with them for a minimum of 
three nights and check the homework books weekly”. 
Ms. Georgia 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

5/6 Mrs Thilini Marasinghe 
It has been a great start to Term 1 this year! The students have 
been settling back into school and classroom routines very well. 
Thank you to all parents/ guardians who attended the 
information session about Term 1. 
 
 Year 5/6 have had an enjoyable time learning about the new 
A+ program. They recently did a lesson called “Mind in a jar.”  
 

        
 
 
By doing a simple experiment, students explored the way our 
minds can at times be filled with thoughts and emotions and 
the importance of being able sit these peacefully. By the end of 
the lesson, students learned that through meditation and 
breathing they are able to calm their emotions and thoughts 
better and have more of clear vision and thought process taking 
place. Here are some examples of their work.  
 
 

 
 
 

5/6 Students recently participated in a Life Education session 
called “On the Case” where students investigated a range of issues 
around tobacco smoking such as physical and environmental 
effect of smoking, history and laws relating to tobacco, myths and 
facts about smoking, strategies to reduce harm from second hand 
smoke and reason why young people chose not to smoke. 
 

 
 
 

Open mind – Open heart – Integrity – Wise leadership – Sense of community – Lifelong learning – Advocacy – Spiritual awareness 
 

 

“A reminder to all students 
to try and read every night to 
achieve 300 nights by the end 
of the school year J A huge 
congratulations to all 
students who have been 
reading every night already. 
Well done and keep up the 
great learning that you are 
doing!” Ms Thilini 

 

STEM news – Ms Marie-Laure Mimoun 
This term, Year 5/6 are studying natural disasters. On this 
occasion, they had the opportunity to discuss with a young civil 
engineer, Theo Mimoun, who told them about his graduation 
project, a post-disaster shelter.  
 
In a near future, this shelter could be used for islands in the Pacific 
region. Theo showed the different phases of his Design Thinking. 
He talked about the different problems encountered in order to 
create the structure of the shelter to resist strong winds reaching 
250km/h. Then, he demonstrated how to make custom-made 
joints for which he had to use a 3D printer that he brought to the 
school. The students had the opportunity to understand how a 3D 
printer functions from different examples and ask a lot of 
interesting questions. 
 

 
Theo also shared with them that from Foundation until year 10, 
he was very weak in Math. However, after going to a Career Expo 
with his teachers, he was inspired to become a civil engineer to 
work in developing countries. From then on, he studied very hard 
in order to have the necessary level in Math to do engineering 
studies. Our students were very interested to see that just 
because someone is not good at Math doesn't mean it's going to 
be the same for the rest of his life! Theo insisted that 
determination plays a big part in succeeding and reaching his goal. 
 
Throughout the year, our students will be exposed to different 
types of professional knowledge that will enable them to 
understand concretely and practically "how things work" and find 
inspiration from these experiences. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOA NGHIEM SCHOOL ANTHEM 
 
VERSE 1: 
Here in our heart, here in our mind 
We know the worth of being kind 
Like flowers we’ll bloom, growing to be 
At one with our earth, in harmony. 
 
CHORUS 
For we are trees that dance with the wind, 
And voices that sing to the sun 
Compassion and love, community, 
Acceptance and peace and harmony 
 
VERSE 2: 
Hope in our hearts, strong in our minds, 
Futures of possibility 
The path we will walk, is one we will build 
Valuing curiosity 
 
CHORUS 
For we are birds that fly with the breeze 
And voices that sing to the sun, 
Honouring peace and the wisdom to be 
Accepting of all, everyone. 
 
VERSE 3: 
Humble in heart, smiling in mind, 
Like flowers we bloom, growing from seed, 
Watered with love, wisdom and truth. 
Here at Hoa Nghiem Primary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school’s garden 
 
This term, students will take part in a nature hunt to classify the natural items they will find in the school, such as leaves, barks, flowers, 
etc. They will also participate in the construction of a " school insect hotel" to better observe the insects' habitat, their "lifestyle" and 
their interactions. Each class will create a small habitat for a specific type of insect to enable the students to learn how each type of 
insect contributes to the environment.  
 
We would like to introduce you to the progress of our garden’s construction at this stage. 
 
Rebecca and Sharon 
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Performing Arts news – Ms Tamara Kuldin 
What a busy and fulfilling few weeks it has been with our students. 
It has been so lovely to watch our Foundation students learn the 
School Anthem with so much enthusiasm and collaboration. They 
have already inspired new songs which will become part of our 
very own songbook.  
 

 
 
Next week the whole school will be heading to the Arts Centre 
Melbourne to see AO Lang Pho: A Vietnamese Bamboo Circus 
which will be an incredibly rewarding experience for them. 
 
 
 


